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The Dallas Foundation a national sponsor for KERA's Margo Jones documentary 
June 29, 2001 - The Dallas Foundation has awarded KERA 13 a $100,000 challenge grant to assist in the production and promotion of a one-hour digital documentary on the life and times of legendary Dallas theater director Margo Jones. The grant, from the foundation's Jean Baptiste "Tad" Adoue III Fund, challenges the station to raise the balance, estimated at $200,000. 

Margo Jones, famous in the 1940s and '50s as a theater visionary, was called by her friend, the playwright Tennessee Williams, "a combination of Joan of Arc, Gene Autry, and nitroglycerine." In addition to directing on Broadway, Ms. Jones ran a historic theater in Dallas' Fair Park - the first professional resident theater outside New York and a landmark in regional theater history. Her friend and supporter Tad Adoue was directly involved in Ms. Jones's most notable triumph: he discovered and brought to her attention a script, Inherit the Wind, that was considered untouchable by Broadway producers. She made theater history by premiering the play in Dallas, in 1955. 

KERA's Rob Tranchin and independent co-executive producer Kay Cattarulla will lead an experienced production team that will use new material from local and national sources to explore Ms. Jones's life and to portray the colorful and sometimes surprising history of Dallas in the decade after World War II. "Margo Jones" has been under development for almost two years. The Jean Baptiste "Tad" Adoue III Fund of The Dallas Foundation provided a seed grant of $20,000 in 1999 and the Hoblitzelle Foundation provided a grant of $50,000 in 2000. 

"We are thrilled to have The Dallas Foundation as a national sponsor," says KERA President and CEO Gary Ferrell. "We are confident that we will raise the remainder of the funds needed to bring this remarkable and significant story to a local and national audience." 

The Dallas Foundation, established as a community foundation in 1929, serves as a leader, catalyst, and resource for philanthropy by providing donors with flexible means of making gifts to charitable causes that enhance our community. The Jean Baptiste "Tad" Adoue III Fund of the Dallas Foundation supports the arts in Dallas County. 

Founded over 40 years ago, KERA is a local institution rooted in the social, educational and cultural fabric of the community. The programs and services of KERA are available to all, regardless of ability to pay. The noncommercial character of KERA's public broadcasting stations, as well as its editorial integrity and independence, are critical to its public service mission. 
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